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Aims of this Presentation 

Pose some questions
 > Is Britain ready for carfree Eco-towns?

Share the results of a study
 > Is there a demand for carfree development?

Offer some recommendations
 > What are the next steps?

Encourage higher aspirations
 > How can we create human-scale neighbourhoods?
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The People: Where will they go?

1898



 4

SUBURSCIT
Y

Eco-Towns

The People: Where will they go?

2008



 5

The Challenges 

 The Sustainable Growth Challenge
  > Can we have more homes and produce less carbon?

 The Eco-Towns Program Challenge
  > Is it possible to build truly zero carbon towns?

 The ‘Free-Standing’ Challenge
  > How to best utilise land, including greenfields?
  > How to avoid car-dependency?
  > How to deal with ‘NIMBYism’?
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 Potential Solution:   Walkhoods

Mixed-use, Compact, 
Connected, Walkable, 
Carfree, Human-scale 
Neighbourhoods 
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The Key Issues 

Climate crisis: action needed
 > A transition to a carbon-light society is vital  

Eco-Towns’ focus on zero carbon buildings
 > but does not address the issue of the automobile enough 

Carfree walkable neighbourhoods
  > are socially and environmentally beneficial but require 
     both infrastructural and cultural changes
  > Infrastructure changes depend on perceived demand

Are people willing to adopt lifestyle changes?
  > Is the British public ready for carfree development?
  > What are the obstacles and opportunities of 
Walkhoods?
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The Study: Is Britain Ready for 
Carfree Ecotowns? 

Literature review 
> Although ‘how’ we design pedestrian-oriented 
development is important, it is cultural acceptance and 
desirability for such carfree environments that seems to be 
the prevalent issue.

 Survey
  > Web-based questionnaire (700 respondents)

 Interview
  > with David Lock, advisor to the Eco-Towns programme
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The Results of the Survey 

 

> Whereas more than 8 out of 10 people 
   said they would live in a car-free Eco-town, 
   only 4 out of 7 people believed that Britain 
   was ready for them
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The Results of the Survey 
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The Results of the Survey 

•  4 out of 7 would be worried about 
   the reliability of public transport

 

• More than 9 out of 10 agreed that 
   the quality of life of the neighbourhoods 
   would attract them to live in one 
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Recommendations

Establish the desirability of Walkhoods
 > Through a large-scale credible national survey  

Develop a pattern language for Walkhoods  
 > Whole and coherent, unique to the site, polycentric, 
developed incrementally, city-country fingers, four storey 
limit, small public squares, accessible green…

Commit to modal-shift targets for Eco-towns
 > and as part of the general housing building programme 

Make carfree development a requirement 
 > for the creation of new neighbourhoods and master 
plans
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 Let’s Be More 
 Aspirational

Multi-storey 
bicycle parking 
next to Freiburg’s 
Railway Station

If there is wheel there is a way!
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 A Glimpse of What is Possible

Vauban carfree eco-quarter, Freiburg
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… walkable proximity to Nature

Black forest, Freiburg
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> No, it would be more like
   a drop in the desert!

 The UK needs an exemplar

• Wouldn’t it be like 
  be a drop in the Ocean?
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Conclusion

• Despite its limitations, this study shows that:
  > People would be attracted to live in well-designed car-

free
   walkable neighbourhoods that promote healthy
   vibrant communities

> and that the provision of good quality public transport 
   infrastructure is essential for their success.

When asked if Britain was ready for carfree 
Eco-towns, David Lock concluded:

“ People are impatient for change, they can see 
   it is necessary, they have been waiting for it to happen…
   It is long over due”
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Any Questions?

For further details: ecoloic@mac.com


